
St. Mark’s Parish Pastoral Council 
 

 
November 12, 2015 

 
 

In Attendance:  
 
Arsenault, Sr. Mae  Ellis, Wendy   Murphy, Dave 
Beyea, Dianne   Hache, Charles   Northrup, Rick   
Breen, Fr. Don   Johnson, Kayla   Stroud, Anne 
Casey, Pat   Lawlor, Bill    
           
Absent:    
 
Alexander, Stephanie  Drummond, Mavis  Joyce, Ian 
Bourque, Peter   Isaacs, Denise   Losier, Loryn  
       
     
     
The meeting was called to order by Chair, Rick Northrup at 7:30pm.  
 
The opening prayer was led by Sr. Mae Arsenault. 
 
Guest speaker, Jean MacDonald, provided Council with information explaining her involvement in the 
St. Mark’s Parish Refugee Program project, along with an update regarding the progress to date and 
the current status of the project.  
 

Jean explained that news of the plight of Syrian refugees led her to contact Fr. Don Breen to see 
what our parish could do to help. Jean had previously been part of a sponsorship initiative to re-
settle Vietnamese refugees, and found it to be a very positive experience. Fr. Breen suggested 
that Jean begin by assembling a group of other interested people.  
 
Jean initially contacted members of the St. Mark’s Peru Committee to gauge interest, then 
reached out to other interested people, both inside and outside of our Parish. A meeting was 
held, and the level of interest and commitment was found to be high enough to sponsor a family 
and a committee was established. 

 
Jean attended a meeting in Saint John, which was arranged by the Diocese of Saint John. Letitia 
Adair provided an overview of the sponsorship process. Two women, former refugees from Syria 
and the Congo, gave passionate speeches about how their own situations had improved since 
coming to Canada. They asked that those wishing to sponsor refugees consider all those in need, 
regardless of their religion. 

 
Jean explained that Sponsorship Agreement Holder (SAH) status was needed in order to speed 
up the sponsorship process. The Diocese of Saint John formerly held SAH status, but it has 
lapsed. After investigating the options, it was decided to make the sponsorship application 
under the umbrella of the Archdiocese of Halifax, which currently possesses SAH status. We may 
eventually be able to transfer to the Saint John Diocese, once its SAH status is renewed.  
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Jean also explained that our refugee program based at St. Mark’s will sponsor a refugee family 
under the Blended Visa Office Referred (BVOR) Program. This means that the Government of 
Canada will pay one-half of the costs, not including start-up costs. 
 
Jean spoke at three masses, and sign-up sheets were available in the foyer following the masses, 
so that parishioners could commit to financial sponsorship. Jean was overwhelmed at the 
response. To date, 125 have signed up, most agreeing to commit $20/month for one year. 
Others may make in kind donations or volunteer their time and talents. 

 
The required documentation was submitted before the deadline of November 20, and our group 
has been matched with a family of six Syrian refugees currently living in a refugee camp in 
Lebanon. The family consisted of a 46 year old father with a grade 8 education, a 41 year old 
mother, with some grade 12 education and four sons between the ages of one and eleven. They 
speak Arabic. The family is considered to be “High Urgency”, likely meaning that they have been 
waiting in a refugee camp for at least two years. They are not yet classed as “Travel Ready”. 
They have completed the interview stage, and are undergoing medical screening. More details 
will follow as screening proceeds, and their date of arrival in Canada is still uncertain. 

 
Jean advised PPC that a group of volunteer callers has begun to contact donors listed on the 
sign-up sheets to confirm their interest, and to determine the amount of their donations and 
method of payment.  

 
Dianne Beyea reported that $4045 has already been received. Jean stated that about $30,000 would be 
required to support a family of six refugees. Fr. Don made it clear that all money received would go to 
support refugees, and that if more funds were raised that were needed to support the first family, a 
second family would be sponsored, or funds would be donated to another group struggling to support a 
refugee family. 
 
Anne Stroud shared information about a benefit concert to be held at St. Mark’s on November 21. The 
music will be provided by our own male singers, The Mark’s Men. The concert has been organized by the 
St. Mark’s Peru Committee and proceeds will be split between the Peru Committee and the refugee 
sponsorship committee. Anne circulated a concert poster. 
 
Jean expressed her hope that the parish youth become involved in the refugee sponsorship project. 
 
Rick thanked Jean on behalf of PPC and the Parish for her leadership, and offered PPC’s assistance. 
 
 
Due to concerns regarding the existence of a quorum at the PPC meeting held on October 14, a decision 
was made to have the minutes of the September 16 PPC meeting approved again at this time, along 
with the minutes of the October 14 meeting. Minutes of the September 16 meeting were approved on a 
motion by Pat Carey and seconded by Charles Hache. Minutes of the October 14 meeting were 
approved on a motion by Pat Carey and seconded by Sr. Mae Arsenault. 
 
Rick expressed his thanks to Dave Murphy for chairing the October PPC meeting. 
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Business Arising from Minutes:  
1. Review notes of brainstorming session: prioritize items and develop an action plan. 

1) Three documents were referenced: “Brainstorming Session from Pastoral Council Meeting 
of Sept. 16, 2015” , the same document with suggested rankings by Dave Murphy, and 
“Grouping of Brainstorming Items” by Anne Stroud, which divided the “Summary” points 
into four categories: “Communication”, “Youth”, “Parish Council” and “Other”.  

2) PPC decided that its two main priorities will be Communication and Youth. 
a) Youth: A youth group is needed. Kayla Johnson stated that a youth group must not be 

primarily for entertainment. Youth want to make a difference. Rick noted that there is a 
gap in programs for those who are past grade nine but not yet adults. In light of the fact 
that the previous youth group at St. Mark’s recently folded, Wendy Ellis suggested that 
Council needs to investigate other youth groups that work. The youth group at St. 
Alphonsus was cited as an example. Kayla offered to look into this and report back to 
PPC. Wendy also offered to share her contacts from Steubenville Atlantic. Fr. Don 
suggested that our Care and Concern Committee be contacted regarding volunteer 
opportunities for youth. Rick stated that PPC should develop a concrete proposal by 
June 2016. 

b) Communication: PPC has selected three priorities in this category: the “Did you know 
that..?” project to increase awareness about the ministries at St. Mark’s, a presentation 
to increase awareness of the role PPC and improvements to our Parish website.  

2. Communication: “Did you know that…?”; including suggestions for development of a 
presentation about Parish Pastoral Council (PPC): 
a) Rick and Wendy will work on development of a presentation about Parish PPC. 
b) PPC wishes to proceed with the “Did you know that...?” proposal. Information for inclusion 

as bulletin items and/or inserts should be obtained from the various ministries at St. Mark’s. 
It is important to include items in the bulletin, as many people do not have the internet. As 
the bulletin is often crowded, it may be necessary to use a bulletin insert. Refer also to Item 
3 under “New Business”.  

c) Kayla suggested that PPC consider hosting a “career fair” for ministries following masses. 
Anne remarked that this had been tried in the past, and was unsuccessful, as attendance 
was very poor. Fr. Donn agreed that this was the case. 

d)  Rick suggested that a different ministry could be highlighted each month. This could involve 
the use of photos, overheads and the presence of ministry representatives in the foyer 
following the masses. Wendy added that the information could be added to the website. 

e) Rick suggested that PPC tackle this project in January. 
3. Parish website: Reach consensus on PPC information to be included:  

1) Rick thanked Wendy, and the person assisting her, for the improvements to the website.  
2) Wendy informed PPC that the website is expected to be operational within two weeks. Once 

the site is operational, there will be an on-going need for volunteers to help maintain it. 
3) Wendy indicated that most parish ministries have been slow to respond to her request to 

submit information for the website. She emphasized that it was very important to have 
ministry contacts and schedules available, and that keeping the calendar up-to-date is the 
most critical element. There will be a hyperlink from the various ministry listings to contacts 
and events. This could attract new members to ministries. It would also make the website 
more dynamic to post photos.  

4) Rick will generate a message to the ministries to remind them about the need to provide 
updates for the website. Rick will work with Wendy to create a letter which will be sent on 
behalf of PPC, as this is a way to increase our exposure. PPC will also take the lead in 
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providing information for our section of the web page. PPC will address this at our 
December meeting. 

5) Kayla Johnson asked whether ministries will have access to update the website themselves. 
Wendy informed PPC that the website is a controlled site which is password protected. 
Groups will need to forward their information and updates to Wendy. 

 
 

New Business: 
1. Update re: Regional Pastoral Council (RPC): Please refer to the letter from the Ad Hoc 

Committee dated October 26, 2015. This was e-mailed to PPC members prior to the November 
meeting. Rick advised PPC that Bishop Harris has accepted all Ad Hoc Committee’s 
recommendations. A Regional Pastoral Council is to be instituted by the end of November. The 
Saint John region has been divided into five zones, and meetings are being held. Rick informed 
PPC that he and Fr. Don would be representing St. Mark’s Parish at a meeting that has yet to be 
scheduled. 

2. Create list of Parish ministries to be invited to make presentations to PPC:  
1) Mavis Drummond had been invited to provide an update regarding the grief support 

program, “Seasons of Hope” at the December PPC meeting; however, this will not be 
possible due to the reduced length of the meeting. Anne will contact Mavis to reschedule. 

2) Fr. Donn suggested that PPC invite Care and Concern to our January meeting.  
3) Bill Lawlor stated that PPC needs to be able to communicate what we learn from our 

ministry guest speakers. 
3. Develop a letter to be sent to all ministries to solicit information for “Did you know that….?” 

Project: Anne circulated an example of a letter that she had drafted, suggesting that it could be 
used as a starting point. Rick stated that he would work with Wendy to develop a 
communication to the various ministry groups. Wendy suggested that the two letters from PPC 
to the ministries, the request for updated information for the website, and for the “Did you 
know that…?” project, be combined. Wendy and Rick will create a letter for Fr. Don’s approval. 

4. Combined Christmas Social with Liturgy Ministry and December PPC meeting on December 9: 
It was agreed that PPC would begin our December meeting at 6:30pm so that PPC could break at 
7:30pm to attend the Christmas Social. PPC members were requested to bring wine or an 
appetizer to the social. Dianne will notify the Liturgy ministry that PPC will attend. 

 
 
The meeting was closed with a prayer led by Dianne Beyea. 
 
Next meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 9 at 6:30pm. 
Meeting will be chaired by Rick Northrup. 
Opening prayer will be led by Pat Carey. 
Closing prayer will be led by Fr. Don. 
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