
 

 

The theme of the Diocese of Saint John’s 175th Anniversary is 175 
years of belonging – embrace the grace.  This theme invites us, in 
Bishop Harris’ words, to “…recognize the place each one of us holds 
in our diocesan church and recognize our belonging as a grace, a gift 
from God.”  

Here at St. Mark’s, we strive to live this grace every day and it is re-
flected in how we come together to care for one another and our com-
munity.  In preparation for the beautiful celebration of Christmas, vol-
unteers from St. Mark’s and the wider community all came together to 
help our Care and Concern team with the Christmas needs. People did 
this by bringing gifts and groceries, and by coming to sort and wrap 
and package together to ensure 100 families in need were looked after. 
Parishioners, schools, other churches, the Town of Quispamsis and 
area businesses all contributed time, talent and treasure to make this 
happen.   

Our community, young and old, comes together to ready our worship 
space for Christmas, and it is amazing to see!  Children, youth and 
adults helped with this big task by preparing the wreaths, bows, hang-
ing the stars and other decorations, preparing our manger, and placing 
flowers!  

When we work together, the joyful atmosphere of belonging is God-
given and God-driven! If you want to live your grace of belonging 
more fully, we invite you to join in  whatever capacity you feel called 
to: attending Mass, joining a ministry, participating in a faith formation 
class, or joining in one of our parish events!  There is always a place 
for your grace here at St. Mark’s!  We wish you a joyful Christmas and 
a blessed New Year! 

Grief Support Group 

As you know, mourning the loss of someone you love is never easy, 
but there is hope.  Our St. Mark’s parish community will host Seasons 
of Hope, a unique support group.  This program, rooted in Catholic 
tradition, conveys God’s consolation through scripture, prayer, reflec-
tion, and sharing our faith.  The program will run on Tuesday evening  
beginning  January 3rd  from 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. and Tuesday even-
ing in February 7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.  To be held in the family room in 
the church.  Resource cost $15.00 (if able)  All welcome. For more 
information call Mavis Drummond at 847-8318 or Jack Evans at 847-
7139. 

Required Weekly     $5,550.00 

Sunday Collection, Dec. 18th   $4,364.15 

 

 



     December 25, 2016 

Dear Friends: 

“Something which has existed from the beginning, 
 that we have heard 
 and we have seen with our own eyes; 

that we have watched 
and touched with our hands: 
the Word, who is life –  
this is our subject. 
That life was made visible: 
we saw it and we are giving our testimony, 
telling you of the eternal life 
which was with the Father and has been made visible to us.” 

      (1 John 1:1-2) 

 This excerpt from 1 John expresses the incredible mystery of the In-
carnation.  In the person of Jesus, God has entered our world and invites us 
into His world.   This is our faith and we are proud to profess it in Christ  
Jesus Our Lord. 
 

 The secular world is doing all in its power to retell our story devoid 
of Jesus to fit its own agenda.  We must not allow this to happen. 
 

 Christmas is Jesus.  Jesus is the Prince of Peace, Our Way, Our Truth 
and Our Life.  This is the message we should witness through our worship, 
prayer life and in all the ways we seek to love God and our neighbor.  This 
story has no place for intolerance, prejudice, bigotry, or hatred.  Peace is our 
name and peace should be our game at home and in the community. 
 

 May the shining example of this as a parish and the community at 
large be our Muslim El Zohbi family, whom we have sponsored to have a 
new home here in Canada and peace and prosperity in their future. 
 

 May this peace find a home in all the persons and families of St. 
Mark’s Parish and may the Lord bless you with health and happiness in the 
New Year. 
 

 Thank you for your continued love and support for me your parish 
priest.  Christmas Blessings and Happy New Year.   
         

     

      Parish Priest             Chair  Parish Pastoral Council 

 

 

 

          

Announced Masses 

Christmas Eve 
Sat. Dec. 24  4:00 p.m.    For Parishioners    
    7:00 p.m.      Normand Renaud             
   10:00 p.m. Patricia Lanteigne-Rogers               
 
Christmas Day 

Sun. Dec. 25  11:15 a.m. Special Intention 
 
 

New Year’s  And 
Feast of Mary Mother of God 
 
Sat. Dec. 31   5:00 p.m.       Kathleen  & Neil Kelley 
Sun. Jan. 1  11:15 a.m.       Special Intention 
                
    
Sat.   Jan. 7   5:00 p.m. Lucie Bourgeois   
 
Epiphany of the Lord 
Sun.  Jan. 8   9:00 a.m. For Parishioners 
              11:15 a.m. John Lordon 

Condolescences to: 
 

*The Sisters of Charity on the death of one of their own and to the  

parishioners of St. Mark’s on the death of one of their former Pastoral 

Associates Sister Connie Foley 
 

*Bernice Comeau and family  on the death of Bernice’s husband 

Raymond Mostoway 
 

Father Don will begin his annual vacation December 26th.  He will be 

back in the Parish in early February.  There will be no weekday  

Masses while Father is on a holiday. 

 The Cup 

During the Cold/Flu Season 
 

Following the Christmas Masses we will be withdrawing communion 

by way of the cup as the flu season begins.  We will restore the cup in 

time for holy week celebrations at Easter.  Our first concern is the well

-being of our people.  If you have a cold or the flu please remain at 

home.  We thank you for your cooperation.     

Christmas Readings: 

 Isaiah  9 :1-6   Titus 2:11-14   Luke 2:1-14 


